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Weaver devoted himself largely to public af-
fairs : his time in the public service was limited,
but he was constantly in demand as a public
speaker and he was active in every political
campaign. Consequently, his career as a law-
yer was subordinated to his public activities.
Before 1878, and after his return from military
service in 1864, his work as a lawyer seems to
have been "rather notable". From 1866 to
1870 he was district attorney and therefore a
party to every suit of importance during those
years. Judge Robert Sloan of Keosauqua, who
was circuit judge in the district from 1869 to
1880, recalls that Weaver had good success, and
adds that " the lawyers opposing him . . . .
in all the important cases, were of more than
usual ability and very resourceful, and a vic-
tory for the state, could only be won by arduous
effort on his part.

"As I remember", continues the Judge, "he
was regarded as an able prosecutor, but not a
persecutor, and gave good satisfaction through-
out the District. He was very courteous to
opposing counsel and the Court, and quite suc-
cessful in examining witnesses, and very able
in argument of a case to the jury, and eloquent
when the case was such as to justify it. In civil
cases, he displayed the same qualities as in
criminal cases. After the close of his term as
District Attorney, he was engaged in practice